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Webster  de f mes-cojony-'to  mean"a  company  or  body  of  peop]« 
transPJ  anted  from  their  mother  country  to  a  rerrote  province  or 
country  to  cultivate  and  inhabit  it, and  remaining  subject  to  the 
Parent  state-  "In  i J  lustration, he  says, "As  the  British  Colonies  in 
America, or  the  lndiestthe  Spanish  Co]onies  m  south  America,  When 
such  settlements, m  J  ater  times, cease  to  be  subject  to  the  parent 
state  they  are  no  longer  denominated  colonies 

Colonies  may  be  considered  under  a  two-fol d  view,vi~;as 
under  government  of  the  mother  country, or  existing  under  a  govern- 
ment of  their  own  .  Again, in  respect  to  the  colonized  districts, 
there  are  two  cl as ses , those  provinces  secured  by  conquest  and 
those  obtained  by  discovery, or  by  priority  of  settlement  •  The 
colonizing  law  — or  as  it  might  be  justly  termed —  the  emigration 
of  the  redundant       populations  of  the  nations, is  as  old  as  the 
race  .Whenever  hunger, the  chase, desire  of  change  of  locality, or 
oppression  dictated  a  choice  of  resi dence , t he  migratory  instinct 
was  called  into  p j ay  • 

The  earliest  European  colonies  of  which  we  have  any  accoun 
v/ere   the  Grecian  ,such  as  Syracuse , Car tnar?e  and  Cartha^ena  •  T^e 

Greet  repubJics  expatriated  tneir  redundant  population  and  treated 
their  colonial    country-men  as  part  and  parcel   of  their  native 
states  •  It  not  inf  requentl  y  happened,  in  Greece,  that  internal  comrrot- 
lonsfra  superaboundin g  population  w*rt  the  sources  from  which  col- 
orae|  had  their  origin  •  As  frequent  1  y,  however ,  the  oppression  of 
those  in  authority   drove  ]ar.^e 'bands  from  the  mother  country  • 
There  is  a  striking  comparison  between  Grecian  colonization  and 
the  colonization  of  North  America  by  the  English 

As  early  as  16ot>,  a  company  was  established  in  London  for 
planting     new  colonies  in  the  Province  of  Ulster  .  Hence  the  fami- 
liar saying, transported  to  the  p] antat ions , meaning  thereby, ex- 
patriation to  the  Colonies  of  North  America- ,  and  latterly  to  the 
Penal  settlements  of  Australia  .Of  the  first  English  planters  of 
North  America, a  large  proportion  went  out  to  escape  the  oppression 
of  a  predominating  religion,  as  the  Greeks  did  to  escape  the  op- 
pression of  a  Predominating  political   party  .  A  striking  differ- 
ence there  was  — that  the  English  did  not  go  off, at  once, in  any 
considerable  organized  feo dies, under  distinguished  leaders    or  with 
any  great,  accompaniment  of  capital, the  means  of  future  prosperity. 
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A  M»yf  J  ov/er ,  o;    a  ship,  Hec  tor ,  constituted  the  means  of  carrying 
the  largest  body  of  emigrants  to  these   distant  shores.  As  a  conse- 
quence, tne  prosperity  of  the  British  Cojonies  in  North  Arrerica 
was  much  3 ess  rapid,  and  rr.uch  Jess  brilliant  than  that  of  the 
Grecian  colonies  in  Asia  Minor, or  along  the  shores  of  the  Medi- 
terranean, wnether  in  Africa  or  Kurope  .  Another  difference  worthy 
of  notice  lay  in  the  fact  that  the  Greek  colony  settled  its  own 
form  of  government , enacted  its  own  laws, elected  its  own  magis- 
trates,and  made  peace  or  war    with  its  ne ighbours , as  an  indepen- 
dent state, which  had  no  occasion  to  wait  for  the  approba tio^  or 
consent  of  the  mother  e-ewti-ry  city  •  Nothing  can  be  more  plain  and 
distinct  than  the  interest  which  directed  every  such  establish- 
ment •    The  English  colonies, on  the  other  han d, al  though  they  estab- 
lished a  sort  of  subordinate  government  for  themsel  ves ,  were  still 
held  to  be  subject  to  the  ru I e  of  t:e  mother  country  •  This  posit- 
ion is  stilJ  maintained, but  modified  and  relieved, at  the  present 
time, by  a  more  enlightened  policy, and  a  clearer  apprehe nsion  of  *#> 
the  rights  and  Privileges  of  the  colonists  •  It  is  strange, and 
worthy  of  rerrari  ,  that  tne  t$  pical   form  of  the  ear.'y  government 
of  the  colonies  of  North  America  is,sti'l,the  mode  in  which 
Britain  endeavors  to  hold  her  colonies  •  In  any  document , entitl e d 
British  colonies  and  Depende nci^s, whether  in  Europe, North  America, 
West  Indies, Asia, Africa  or  Austral ia, there  wil J   be  found  tne  ac- 
companying governors,  governors-general  ,  1  ieu tenant-go vernors  etc  • 
In  Canada  it  is  transparent  how  aver  -none  the  old  fashioned  gov- 
ernment is    .In  the  light  of  the  sparse  population  it  does  seem  as 
if  the  government  costs  more  than  it  is  worth  .  It  is  no  wonder 
that  there  is  an  out-cry  every  now  and  fc-h-e-r*  again  that  the  country 
is  overgoverned  and  that  the  taxation  is  burdensome  .  Political 
exigency  , however, and  the  necessity  of  providing  for  political 
supporters  stand  in  the  way  of  much  nueded  reform  • 

We  have  said  that  a  redundant  population  is  one  of  the 
causes  of  colonization  frorr  European  countries,  thi  s  is  more  es- 
pecially the  case     among  insular  populations  •  If  the  country  be 
insular, or  if  tne  means  of  sustenance  fee  dif ficul t , owing  to  cli- 
mate or  sterility  of  soil , emigration  is  no  longer  optional, it  be- 
comes a  necessity  •  Scotland  is  a  nofele  example  of  both  of  these 
necessities  •  There  is  a  continual  overflow  of  the  Scottish  popu- 
lation front  feoth  of  these      contingencies  •  Hence,  the  presence  of 
Scotchmen  and  Angl9-Irishmen  in  almost  every  country  throughout 
the  wor J  d  . 
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The  ret]   wealth  of  a  nation  does  not  consist  in  the  richness 
and  diversity  of  its  natural   products, the  temperature  of  its  cli- 
mate, or  the  advantages  of  its  posit  ion;  but,  in  the  numerical 
strength  ef  its  popul at  ion, the  aptitude  of  its  people  for  labor, 
and  the  facilties  affordedfor  the  exercise  of  their  genius  and 
industry  .How  strange J  y, therefore, the  states  of  Europe  have  mis- 
taken the  grand  idea  of  col onizat ion, in  the  conception  of  which 
the  idea  of  territory  if  the  prominent  thought  .  The  British 
possessions  in  the  Kast  and  West  Indies  exemplify  the  territorial 
idea  .  Ihe  question  arises, in  what  ways  an'    outlying  territory  is 
calculated  to  become  advant&geous     to  any  country  desirous  of 
possessing  the  government  of  such  territory  •   It  may  yield  a  tri- 
bute to  the  mother  country, or  it  may  yield  an  advantageous  trade  . 
It  ne^d  not  be  said     thai  no  such  thing  as  a  tribete  has  e»er 
been  entertained  with  regard  to  British  colonies  •  Even  those  taxes 
which  a  vain  and  unprofitable  attempt  was  made  to  impose  upon  the 
formerly  existing  colonies  of  North  America, was  never  dreamed  of 
as  a  tribute, and  never  spoken  of  but  in  a  sense     contrary  to  the 
very  idea  of  a  tribute, that  of  reimbursing  to  the  mother  country 
a  part, and  no  more  than  a  part, of  that  which  they  cost  her  in 
governing  and  defending  them  .  So  far  is  India, to-day , from  yielding 
a  tribute  to  Great  Britain, that , in  loans  and  aids, and  the  expense 
of  fleets  and  armies, it  has  cost  the  country  enormous  sums  .  It 
may  be  affirmed  as  a  deduction  from  the  experienced  laws  of  human 
society  that  there   is, if  not  an  absolute, at  least  a  moral  im- 
possible it  y,  t  hat  a  colony  should      ever  benefit    the  mother  country 
by  yielding  it  a  permanent  tribute  .  Vfhat  of  the  question,  where 

the  profit  s  of  trade  are  the  advantages     sought  by  the  mother 
country  'This  a  topic  of  special   importance  in  considering  the 
colonial  system  of  Great  Britain  .  It  ft.  on  account  of  the  trade 
that  colonies  have  remained  an  object  of  affection  with  English- 
men .  Hoover, the  views  of  the  British  on  this  subject  have  under- 
%  ne  a  great  change  since   the  first  establishment  of  colonies  m 
America  .  The  change  of  opinion  in  regard  to  trade  rel ations, to- 
gether with  the  advanced  views  of  the  present, as  to  the  rights  and 
Privileges  of  the  cdonie,  give  direction  to  the  chief  features  of 
unlikeness  between  the  colonies  of  to-day  and  the  American  colon- 
ies just  before  the  Revolution  .A  brief  survey , therefore , of  the 
estabJishrrent  of  the  colonies  m  America  may  be  necessary  for  the 
further  development  of  this  subject  . 

In  tracing  the  history  of  tne  nation-of  the  United  states 
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f  rone  1776  to  the  present  time  .  It  is  on]  y  with  the  first  that  we 
have  to  deal  .  The  first  portion  of  the  colonial   period  extends 
to  the  year  1686, dist inguishe d  for  the  beginning  of  the  great  col- 
oniaJ  wars  between  England  and  France  .  The  gpaniards  rrade  the 
first  efforts  to  cojoni«e  the  territory  .  Ponce  de  T.eon  led  the  Wfff 
n«  to  Florida,  a  name  stretching  from  the  Gu]f  of  Mexico  to  the 
Gu)f  of  St.  Lawrence  .  St.  August ine , the  oldest  town  in  the  United 
States, was  founded  in  the  year  lo6o  .  Pensacola  was  bui] t  and  forti 
fied  upon  the  OuJf  of  Mexico  in  16*6  .  So  slowly  did  the  Spanish 
colonies  sxtond  themse]  ves,that  a  few  forts, a  few  rri  n  sionary 
stations, were  a]  3  that  supported  the  c3aiir  of  SPain  to  the  United 
States  territory  .    The  co]onies  of  France  were  far  irore  widely 
spread    .The  early  s«t  il  ement  s  of  the  Hugenots  in  the  presofit 
south  Caroj  ina  and  Florida  iren  abandoned  almost  as  soon  as  formed 
iob2-o  .The  narre  of  New  wrance  was  £iven  to  the  continent  in  1524^ 
and  wnen  the  French  yarned  a  fo  thol  d  m  Canada  and  Acadia  they 
marcfted  sou thwar d, and  occupied  rrany  Places  now  included  in  tl~e 
limits  of  Maine, New  Y°rk,Mich-gan, Wisconsin,  1]  1  mois  and  Texas: 
and  ?/ara  still   spreading  In  the  year  l''P9  .  Marquette  reached  th° 
Mississippi  in  1673, La  Salle   descended  to  its  mouth  and  claimed 
possession  Of  the  neighboring  territory  under  L.-e  naire  of  Louis*- 
lana  in  16dS  • 

The  central   portions  of  what  ar»  now  the  United  states  we**e 
cojonized  by  the  English  •  Raleigh     named  the  ^rant  he  had  received 
frone  the  English  government  Virginia, and  James  the  1st,  m  the 
Patent  issued  to  the  Plymouth  and  London  companies , conv eyi ng  the 
territory  from  Maine  to  Carol ina, al  so  styled  the  country  Virginia 
The  first  settlement  was  J  ames  town }  16r>7  .  The  next  permanent 
setiiejtsnt  was  made  by  the  P  Ignms  a.,  Plymouth  •  Tne  day  on  which 
the  one  hundred  and  two  passengers  of  the  Mayflower  landed  at 
Plymouth  Rock  ,11  December  0.  S^has  been  a  memorable   day  in  the 
annals  of  Mew  Engl  and, end  indeed, of  the  whole  United  States  •  Qut 
these  //ere  not  the  firgt  colonists,  or  the  first  believers  who  left 
England  for  conscience.*    sake;    nor  can  they  be  allowed  to  arro- 
gate the  highest  distinctions  airon?  the  other  set  tl  ers ,  except  by 
their  comparative  independence, poj it ical ly  and  individually  •  An- 
other group  of  settlements  soon  f ol  1  owe dj  und  r  another  organi- 
zation than  the  council   of  PI ymouthrf or  Mew  Knglandfas  the  colony 
of  Massachusetts  Bay, with  Boston  as  the  chief  town , I629-M0  .This 
colony  of  Puritans  possessed  a  charter , granted  to  an  English  com- 
pany, but  transferred, on  a  bold  venture,  to  the  colony  itself;  under 
which  a  colonial   government  //as  formed,  its  offices  filled  by  the 
colonists, and  independent  save  of  a  general   allegiance  to  the 
-overnment  of  England  .  Massachusetts  became   the  loading  colony  in 
all   that  constitutes  an  onward  and  progressive  civilization.  Her 
Provision     for  education, Primary  grammar, and  eoJ] e* iaterthe  foun- 
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dation  of  Harvard  COjle,e*the  estab]  ishrrent.  of  a  printing  press, 
were  developments  peculiar  to  Massachusetts  and  show  the  advanced 
ideas  of   ,ner  colonists  ■  She  was  the  head  of  the  confederated 
states, of  which  tha  other  members  were  Plymouth  and  the  Connect- 
icut colonies  •  New  Harrpshire  and  Vaine  were  both  dependent  upon 
her, if  not  actually  annexed, and  even  PJymoith  was  incorporated 
witn  the  leading  colony  in  lt>91  • 

The  Charter  rrentioned  above  was  a  subject  of  keen  contor- 
versy  between  the  crov/n  and  the  coionyj   and,  though  it  was  el  l-ow'..d 
altered  so  as  to  curtail   rrany  of  the  privileges  of  the  colonists, 
they  stiJ  J   continued  far  in  advance  of  most  of  their  neighbors  • 
Kacts  are  sorretirres  stranger  than  fiction:    notwithstanding  they 
had  been  corrpeJled  for  conscience*  g -ike  to  flee  from  their  native 
land  on  account  of  religious  scrupl  es ,  they  acted  over  aajaxn  in 
their  own  case  the  persecutions  of  their  bigo^frfed  countrymen  • 
fitter  Pur  i tans  ,  trie y  persecuted  Churchmen,  BaP  t  is  ts  ,  Quakers  and 
witches, notwithstanding  the  remonstrance  of  their     own  friends  • 
Tney  contended  even  with  the  qoy e  f »morvt<  crown  against  the  toj er- 
ation  of  the  Book  of  common  Prayer  and  yielded, only  under  royal 
command, the  simplest  religious  liberty  to  t  hose^'dif  fe  re  d  from 
them  . 

The  settlement  of  other  portions  of  the  United  crates  as 
facts  of  history  need  not  be  noticed  here  •  ^orre  Places  .'/ere  occu- 
pied by  co] onies , some  as  trading  posts, some  as  military  stations, 
others  as  the  Hutch  settlements  were  seized, earl  y, by  the  English 
and  appropriated  .  The  distAnctive  character  of  trie  American  colon- 
ies was  impressed  by  the  dominant  spirit  of  Mas sachase t ts  •  The 
citizens  of  this  state  have  always  stdiod  in -it he  van  of  American 
progress  and  given  direction  to  the  distinctive  features  of  Ameri- 
can energy  and  enterprise  . 

According  to  the  theory  of  colonization  in  vojjue  from  the 
time  of  the  discovery  of  America  down     to  the  very  general  over- 
throw of  the  European  colonial  system, which  marks  the  close  of  the 
eighteenth  and  the  beginning  of  the  nineteenth  century, a  colony 
was  a  community  which  existed  for  the  purpose  of  enriching  the 
country  that  had  founded  it  .  This  doctrine  was  fruitful   of  many 
curious  results  .  The  great  purpose  of  a  co] ony,  asi da  from  the 
importance     of  an  increase  of  territory,  was  to  create  a  dominion 

for  the  purpose  of  trading  with  it  .  And  the  great  purpose  of 
trade  //as  to  -?et  rjo]  d  and  silver;  for  national   wealth  was  supposed 
to  consist  solely  in  the  possession  of  these  precious  metals-  "The 
more  gold  and  silver, the  richer  the  nation"  was   the   simple  and  ab- 
surd theory  .  The  depreciation  of  the  value  of  thes*  metals  accord- 
ins  to  the  abundant  supply  was  r*ot  considered  .  The  English  made 
sPeciaJ  efforts  to  be  liberal   with  th    colonies  on  this  theory, 
but  the  greatest  liberality  q«ust  al //ays  preserve  the  adv -ntages  of 


i5 


v 


6 


trade  and  commerce  for  the  benefit  of  the  mother  country  .  ^ce, 

the  commerce  of  the  Co]onies  must  be  confined  chiefly  to  the  mar- 
kets  of  the  mother-land  .  The  carrying  trade, by  the  Act  of  Navi- 
gation and  other  subsequent  acts, is  placed  m  the  hands, Princi- 
pal J  y, of  British  seamen  .Even  the  non-enu-  rated  articles  of  conr- 
merce'could  no.   be  sent  to  foreign  countries  save  in  ships  of 
which  the  owners  and  „hr ee-f ourt hs  of  the  rratiners  are  British 
subjects  .Goods  in  the  raw  state, or  m  the  first  stage  of  ianu- 
factuie,     were  handled  by  the  col  onist  s,  whi  1  e  all   the  advanced  or 
rrore  refined  rranuf  acturies,  the  rrerchants  and  manufacturers  of 
Great  Britain  chose  to  reserve  to  therrsej  ves,  and  prevailed  upon 
the  legislature  to  prevent  their  establ  ishment  in  the  colonies, 
soiretirres  by  high  duties,and- sorretimes  by  a^sojute  prohibition- 
The  English  Ker chants  also  secured  a  double  rronopoly  — a  ironopol  y 
of  purchase  and  a  ironopol  y  of  sales  —  Is  al  1  rrercantile  transact- 
ions with  foreign  nations  •  Evso  the  trade  between  the  colonies 
was  confined  to  Rritish  ships  •  finally, to  protect  the  Frvlish 
agriculturists     a  prohibitory  tariff  was  imposed  on  al  1   kinds  of 
j^rairi  and  other-   farm  produce  shipped  frorr  the   colonies  to  ports 
in  Great  Britain  •  SUjffh  were  the  oppressive  conditions  under  which 
tne  cojonists  as  such  had  to  exist  •  It   seerrs   strame  £/lat   they  en- 
dured,so  lorn, these  oppressive  measures,  whic.u  were   directly  ln- 
iiricafcle^  to  their  prosperity  a  s  a  people  •  It  was  not  because  the 
colonists  were  not   -jealous  fof  their  rights  and  priv  i )  e^es ,  for 
freedom  and  independence  were  the  marked  characteristics  of  the 
people, but   because  they  were  true  men,loya.'   to  the  cro/m  and 
faithful   to  the  traditional   rights  of  royal  prerogative  to  re- 
gulate rratters  of  trade  .  4t  the  tiire  of  tr.e  Great  Rebel  J  ion, Par- 
liament seized  this  with  other  royal   prero.-?  at  ives ,  an  d ,  in  168b,  it 
becarre  the  established  pr  incipl  e  , 1  hat  the  regulation  of  corrrrerce 
should  be , henceforth, in  the  hands  of  parliament  • 

This  change  was  sirrply  the  transfer  of  a  ri-jht  to  rralre 
rules  of  trade  for  the  whole  errpire ,  frorr  one  British  authority 
to  another , and, therefore, did  not  seriously  engage  the  attention 
of  the  colonists  .The  right  to  irrpose  direct  ta<ation  on  the  col- 
onies was  a^cTif ferent  thing  .  This  was  invading  the  rights  of  the 
colonial  legislatures  — a  transfer  of  power  frorr  the  colonies  to 
tha  home  govern/rent  •  A  aonsi  deration  of  this  point  will  show  why 
it  was  the  colonists  allowed  the  Pari  iarrent  to  pass  twenty-nina 
acts  regulating  trade, but  instantly  rose  with  unanirrous  and  in- 
dignant Protest  at  the  passage  of  the  stamp  act  . 

This  horror  of  oppression  and  exquisite  appreciation  of 
independence  vara  the  legitimate  heritage  of  a  people,., ho  were  the 
heirs  of  the  mighty  struggles     of  the  first  half  of  the  I6th  cen- 
tury for  u*>  religious  and  political  liberty    .  Although  material 
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interests  had  much  to  do  with  the  colonization  of  Aire  rica,  s  til  J 
those  who  cair.e  to  the  country , actuated  by  the  rranJ  y  ideas  of  civil 
and  religious  1 iberty, formed  the  dominating  e3errent  and  soon 
leavened  the    'hole  lump  .  It  wil?  appear  from  the  brief  review  we 
hate  taken  of  the  English  colonies  in  the  United  states,  how 
erroneous  is  the  cone  iron  ]  y  received  idea, that  the  single  point  at 
issue  between  England  and  her  coloniestwas  taxation  .True, a  .treat 
dea3   of  stress  was  3aid  upon  ta<at ion—  t axat ion  for  trade  and  tax- 
ation for  revenue  .  The  co3onists  as  a  ru3e  were  wi3.'ing  to  al  lo.v 
that     they  might  be  taxed  for  the  regulation  of  trade  •  The  key- 
note with  regard  to  this  question  rray  be  found  in  the  »amph3et 
by  janes  Ot  is,Massachusf.etJts'    emnent  3awyer  and  imrrort.aS   pub3  ic 
iran  •  He  affirrrs  that  by  I  lie  British  Constitution,  eve  ry  man  in  the 
done  in  ions     is  a  free  man, and  that  no  part  of  his  majesty*  s  domin- 
ions can  be  taxed  without  their  consent  .  Here  .ve  have  the  germ  of 
the  liberty  of  the  United  States , -"Every  man  in  the  Dominion  is  a 
free  man  .  "  The  men  who  suffered  for  the  maintenance  of  re3i?ious 
and  poJiti*a3    Jiberty  in  the  motherland  are  the  very  men  to  un- 
furJ   the  f 3  93  of  freedom  in  the  3  and  of  their  adoption  •  In  efrect, 
.lames  Otis  says,-Fvery  English  co3onist   is  a  free  me^n  vested  with 
the  rights  and  3  inertias  of  the  E ngj  i shman ,  an d  pre-eminent  among 
those  was  the  cardinal  privilege  of  the  English  constitution  that 
the  Eng3ishman  can  on3y  be     govern* 4  by  the  body  in  which  he  is 
represented  .  More  than  a  century  be  fore ( 1646-7 ) R dwar  d  Wins3ow 
said, -"if  the  ParJ lament  of  England  should  impose  3 aws  upon  us, 
having  no  R^urge^g^  in  the  House  of  commons, nor  capable  of  sum- 
mons by  reason  of  vast  distance, we  shou3 d  3ose  the  3iberties  and 
freedom  of  Englishmen  Indeed." 

We  have  said  that  taxation  was  not  the  one  subject  trat 
drove  the  colonies  into  rebej J  ion: taxation  mm  but  the  subiect  of 
three  acts, while  nearly  thrice  that  number  related  to  entirely 
different  matter;but   still  obnoxious  to  a  free  and  independent 
People, -such  as  the  sugar  Act, The  stamp  ACt,The  tea  Act, The  Quar- 
tering AettfiMl  fl«— »  All  The  Admiralty  Act, The  Acts  governing 

Treason   and     Incendiaries , The  Three  Acts  intended  to  punish 
Massachusetts  and  its  chief  town  Boston  #c.  .together  with  tre 
mother  country  strenuously  resisting  al J   the  efforts  of  the  col- 
onists to  repress  the  growing  sJ ave  tra  le  .  Grievances  so  various 
as  these  drove  the  patriots  to  stand  by  colonial   rights  and  1 lber- 

t.tes,and  prepared  the  way  for  or^aniz-d  efforts  in  conventions 
arid  congress  .  Hritain  may  have  suffered     by  tne   defection  of  her 
cojonies;   but  surely  the  world  at  Jar?e  has  been  made  better  by 
their  efforts  for  freedom  and  country  . 

In  feting  a  review  of  the  English  colonies  as  a  whoje 
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t>ere  is  one  striking  point  ir,  relation  to  tnerr  a.H^that  is,trou;?h 
reebJe.on  account  largely  of  the  Jeadin*  strings  m  which  they -. 
Wre  confined, and   far  frorr  bein?  politically  f Saftle'we 

rt>*t   t^ev  are   in  a  state  of  heaJ thy  progress*  l  he  ^ 
riSe'rt  Jr  *•»  undSobtadl,  Tay  be  styled  the  best  stock  in 
tart* TM)    -ere  fet,  or  rt.«,«htak«r>  both  in  pojxties  and  r.j»«- 
in.     Thev  were  prepared  to  soft* it  to  any  hardships  •  There  was 
^hi"  to^revL/the,  fro,  deVe3  opin,  t  he  t   type  of     n,3  o- 

-axon  civilisation, fornThey  were   the  heirs  of  a3  1   the  a?es 
f        o       files  of  Urre-.They  occupied  the  latitude  of  power  and 
^eloped  a  natural   .emus ,  *»«]  o-< axon ,  but  not  Fn,  I  ish.rrar*.  d  by 

fine  nervous  organization  and  quick  intellects!   opacity  .  «••• 
futures  which  dmsti3uished  their, even  frorr  the  Fn*lish,are  due, 
largely, no  doubt,  to  the  c3  iirate    which  acts  as  a  constant  stim- 
ulus .  Pev.  Franc  is     Hig  Unson  wrote^ten  years  after  the  landing  of 
the  Pilgrims, A  sup  of  Mew  EngJaad  air  is  better  than  a  whole 
flagon  of  Bag)  ish  a3e".      The  social    institutions  are  »ti3julatin«  • 
In  Kurpoe,and  to  soire  extent  in  the  British  Colonies  of  to-day, 
the  various  ranks  of  society  are  fixed  and  quite  lrrrrov^bl  e ,  Kut 
Arrerican  society  is  quite  unstable  as  to  rank|    and  frorr  the  very 
lowest  c3  asses  rray  corre  the  forerrost  rren  of  the  nation  .  Oar  win 
says, the    ./onderfuJ   progress  of  the   Arrerican  colonies  was  the  resul-i 
of  natura3   selection;    whi  I  e  Gladstone  declares  that   Arrerica  has  a 

natural   base  for  the  greatest  continuous  Nflfff  "ver  estakUshed 
by  Kan  •  Both  of  these   B%  a  I  amenta  rray  be  verified  j  the  first,  by  the 
facts  of  history,  and  t,ho  second,  by  vh»  geographical   position  of 
the  United  States  •  As  to  ch»  extent  of  country  +  he  on3y  colony 
that  nan  corrpar»  v/ivh  it  is  the   Oomnxon  of  Canada?  but  its  North- 
ern latitude  robs  it  of  the   charrring  clirrate  of  its  neighbor  • 

In  oriie*-  that  a  corrparison  rray  be   drawn    rro.-e  c3osely  be- 
tween the  British  Airerican  rjolonies  and  the  n°l°nies  .just  before 
the  Revol  ut  ion,  i  t  is  necessary  to  consider  sorre  of  the  distinct- 
ive features  of  the  Dominion  of  Canada  • 

Canada  was  obtained  by  conquest  •  In  the   Articles  of  Capi- 
tulation the  French  were  allO'wed  to  retain  their  1  anr?ua^e^  an d  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church  the  rights  and  privileges  she  now  enjoys  • 
It  is  the  first  perrranent  settlers  who  irrpress  therrselves  and  thei 
character  on  the  future  •  As  the  Pilgrinr  Fathers  gave   tone  and 
character  to  the  Arrerican  colonies  before  the  r^eval  ut  ion ,  so  the 
prench  elerrent  in  Canada  has  left  a  decided  irrpression  upon  the 
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inhabitants  thereof  •  A  vigorous  and  healthy  national  sentirrent 
is  iruch  retarded  by  the   dual   language  fostering"  dual  institutions 
within  the  realrc  •  Xwo  national   1 anguage s , each  «e»e*-  of  equal  im- 
portar.ce  in  state   documents  and  pari  iarrentary  debate,  is,  to  say 
the  least,  cumbersome  ,w  hil  e  nothing  is'  so  effectual   in  preserving 
the  traditions  and  prejudices  of  a  people,  as  the  very  forrrs  by 
which  they  are  retained  in  language  .  Hence  Canada  presents  the 
aspect  Of  two  distinct  races  that   cannot  becorre  one  homogeneous 
people;    while,  in-the  Province  of  Quebec  the  Roman  Catholic  hier- 
archy exercise  all   the  authority  of  a.  state  church  •  Again, the  in- 
crease of  population  by  lteifigrwt ion  has  taken  place,  in  tirre  of 
peace,  for  the   improvement  of  the  material    interests  of  t  be  immi- 
grants,  r->  nd  not  for  the   sake  of  prmpibles.or  for-  civil   or  religi- 
ous liberty  Traditional   sentiments  of  British  rights  and  privil- 
eges, tray  stir  the  hearts  of  Canadians ,  but  they  have  never  had  to 
eombine  and  fight  for  these  adv ant  ages , muc h  less  to  sacrifice 
home  and  friends  to  secure  them  •  England  has  ever  been  carefu]  to 
secure   to  Canada  aJ  J    her  rights, even   to   independence   should  she 
ask  it  • 

As  to  climate, the  United  States  have   secured  to  them 
selves  the  choice   latitudes,  both  for  comfort   and  for  natural  pro- 
ductions:   st  ill, to  Canada  ist  left  a  healthy  and  invigorating  cli- 
mate that  ouJht  to  develope  a  hardy, sel f-rel iant  and  vigorous 
population  •  If  extent  of  territory  as  ^el  1   as  fertility  of  soil, 
be  considered  as  elements  of  national   greatness ,C anada*  a  Pros- 
pects compare  favorable  with  those  of  the  United  States  • 

Tne  British  G«r  e  rnment,  learning  »ne  doubt,  from  a  sad  e  x- 
per  ience ,  treat  s  her  present  colonies  as  communities  of  free  men 
capable  of  managing  their  own  affairs  •  The  British  North  American* 
Act  secures  to  the   Dominion  the  absolute  right  to  enact  her  own 
laws, manage  her  own  trade,  and  commerce,  and  ever*  enter  into  speed*] 
trade  relations  with  foreign  ujoucLi:iafi  nations  •  Through  her  High 
Commissioner , set tl ed  ini London7£RS~Dominion  deals  directly  with 
other  nations  m  arranging  matters  of  commerce  •  True, the  advantage? 
of  trade  are  still    sought  by  the  mother  country, but   in  such  a 
//ay  as  will    be   conducive  to  the   interests  of     both  countries  •  f his 
is  a  topic  of   some  importance  in  the  present  discussion  in  the 
house  of  Comirons  in  Canada,  and  m  the  bilJs  before  the  Congress 
of   the   United  States  of  America  •  The  general    consensus  of  opinion 
in  the  mother  country  and  m  the  c«l Onies, is,t hat  trade  and  com- 
merce may  be  made  to  contribute  to  the  mutual   advantage  or  both  • 
lne  recent  eonfernece  in  London, Engl and,of  the  leading  statesmen 
and  traders   in  the   colonies  v/ith  the  authorities  in  tre  Rritish 
colonial   office  is  a  demonstration  of  the  unity  of  ideas,  or>  this 
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u-ir  Knth  at  hoire  and  abroad.  The  Canadians 

STtSE  to  the  position  of 

make  their  own  rises*  «  The  necepslty  ror  riJnda 

T££~ \%TZc2sM    isue,the  ,reat  Pub .  ic  ~T**  of  the 
l"     ;  "nders  this  course  needful  -The  present   discussion  of 

r8£lM8cal  emercantile  relations  irith  the  United  States,  has  its 
bearing  on  this  subject  .  The  Canadian  government  has  a  National 
t*ojicy  ffhich  saves  the  country  frorr  becorrin,^  the  slaughter  rrarket 
of  cheap  Airerican  arid  British  goods;    and, at  the  saite  time,  fosters 
hoire  Production  and  builds  up  manufactories  and  deveJopes  the 
independent^ se3 f  contained  resources  of  t: e  country  • 

The  colonies  /to-day/  breathe  the  air  of  Englishmen^,  with  all 
the  nopes  and  aspirations  of  a  free  peopJ e , conscious  of  their 
freedom  .They  are, no  more.a  convenience  for  the  inhabitants  of 
the  British  lslesfeither  as  a  dapping  ground  for  the  redundant  and 
undesirable  popul at  ion, or  for  selfish  trade  advantages  .  They  ?re 
Part  and  parceJ   of  the  British  Fmpire  and  desire  to  be  considered 
as  such,, lust  as  much  as  a  province  in  England, or  a  portion  of 
Scotland  • 

The  spirit  of  the  tires  seems  to  mdieate  a   desire  for  a 
change  in  t.-.e  present  relation  of  Qreat    Britain  and  her  colonies* 
A  very  genera)    desire  exists  among  the  colonists  ror  a  closer 
relationship  v/ith  the  Bother  country  .  Hence  there  is  a  growing 
■and  for  a  federal   union  between    the   different  renders  of  the 
British  Empire, under  the  ssrrs  1 aws  government  and  privileges  • 
Under  such  a  union     the  development  of  trade, the  establishment 
of  a  fiscaJ    policy, the  irutuaJ    defence  and  support  of  the  federated 
states,  the  varieties  of  commodities  of  trade  and  commerce,  /on]  d 
al  3   tend  to  build  up  and  strengthen  that   nation  which  has  stood 
in  the  vanguard  of  civilization  for  centuries  . 


